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password and invited individuals of both genders to tap at a computer with their left hand.
Participants were instructed to choose as quickly as possible the shape that matched the sample
image. The response keys were a narrow, gray rectangle on the right side of the screen; a wider,

darker rectangle on the left side of the screen; and a thick, black line on the bottom of the screen.
The target stimulus was always presented in the center of the screen. The target stimulus was

displayed for 1 s. Participants were then asked to indicate which of the three response options they
had chosen by pressing the appropriate key on a standard keypad. Participants responded to a

maximum of nine alternating target and non-target trials (a total of 54 trials). Before each new trial,
the position of the target and the number of non-target trials were displayed. Participants performed
six practice trials. Both hands were counterbalanced across participants. In the first test phase, the

shape of the target was always the same, and the ratio of target trials to non-target trials was 50:50.
The ratio of target trials to non-target trials was manipulated in the second test phase to balance the

likelihood that a correct response to the target would be reinforced by the reward (i.e., to ensure
that the test would be sensitive to individual differences in learning). There were four possible ratios

of target trials to non-target trials, including three ratios of 50:50 and one of 10:90. Hence, there
were four experimental conditions. The target consisted of a narrow gray rectangle, which was

displayed either in the left or right half of the screen. The left half of the screen always contained
three non-target stimuli, whereas the right half of the screen contained two target stimuli. All stimuli
were presented against a gray background. There was a total of 12 practice trials and 192 test trials.
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Procedure {#s4c} --------- Participants were instructed to complete a set of tasks in one session. The
tasks were administered in a fixed order, as follows: (1) demographic data; (2) intra-epidermal nerve
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